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The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Burgesses 
of  the  Borough  of  Beccles, 


Sir,  Ladles  and  Gentlemen,  , p- 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  on  the  health 
of  Beccles  for  the  year  I946. 

While  the  health  of  a community  cannot  be  directly  assessed 
by  its  Vital  Statistics,  these  serve  in  some  measure  as  an 
indication  of  progress. 

I he.ve  much  pleasure  In  acknowledging  my  indebtedness  to 
the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  all  other  Borough  Officials  for  their 
assistance  during  my  first  year  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for 
the  Borough, 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  (in  acres) 

2017 

Registrar  General's  estimate  of 
the  population  (mid  I946) 

6019 

No.  of  Inhabited  houses 

2354 

Rateable  Value 

£35,978 

Penny  Rate 

£139 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Legitimate  Live  Births  II8 

58 

60 

Illegitimate  6 

5 

1 

Total  Live  Births  - Legitimate 
and  Illegitimate  I24 

63 

61 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  resident  population  - 

20.60. 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Stillbirths  • ' 5 

3 

2 

Rate  per  1,000  live'  and  still  births  . 

38.76 

Rate  per  1,000  population' 
(England  and  Wcles  0.53) 

0.83 

Total 


i\dales 


Females 


Deaths 

100 

42 

58 

Death  Rate  per  1,000 

estimated  population 

16.61 

i\/iaternal  Mortality  - Nil 
Infantile  Mortality 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age:- 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Legitimate 

6 

2 

4 

Illegitimate 

. . • • 1 ■ 

1 

7 

3 

4 

This  gives  an  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  of  56.45  per  1,000 
live  births. 


Causes  of  Death 


Males  Females 


Heart  Disease  13 

Intracranial  Vascular  Lesions  5 

Cancer  3 

Diseases  of  Circulatory  System  ' 2 

Premature  Birth  2 

Congenital  Malformations  and  Birth  Injuries  1 

Bronchitis  2 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  1 

Violent  Causes  1 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  1 

Syphilis  1 

Influenza  ' 2 

Diabetes  .2 

Diseases  of  Digestive  System  - 

Pneumonia 

Nephritis  1 

Suicide 

All  Other  Causes  5 


19 

9 

2 

2 

2 

2 

■ 1 

2 

3 

1 

1 


TOTALS  42  58 


Comparative  Table  for  Past  Five  Years 


Population 

Births 

Birth  Ra.te  per  1,000 
Deaths 

Death  Rate  per  1,000 
Infant  Deaths 
Infantile  Mortality  Rate 
Cancer  death  rate 
Respiratory  Tuberculosis 
Death  Rate 


1942  1943 

82  105 

13.0  16.45 
94  89 

14.9  13.9 
6 1 
73.2  9.5 

2.69'  2.35 

0.63  0.31 


England 

& 

Wal  0 s 

Londo] 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1946 

1946 

58^ 

bOl9 

- 

- 

129 

110 

124 

20.56  18.87 

20.  6 

19.1 

21.5 

85 

101 

100 

- 

- 

13.5 

17.3 

16. 6 

11.5 

12.7 

3 

2 

7 

- 

- 

23.2518.18  56.54 

43 

41 

2.07 

1-71 

0.83 

— 

— 

0.16 

0. 68 

0.33 

- 

Comment  on  Statistics  for  the  Year 


1,  The  population  is  approximately  200  more  than  in  the  previous 
year. 


2 


years!^®  the  highest  achieved  during  the  past  five 

3.  The  death  rate  Is  slightly  lower  than  lii  the  previous  year. 

prevlouf'‘year!®*'’Thirgrve!  In'^LfanUirSorta! lirHatf  whL^^ 

- - Whole 


5*  The  death 
from  that  of 
cancer. 


rat 

the 


e from  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  is  decreased 
previous  year;  likewise  the  death  rate  from 

I 


IVIATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 
BallySlemcrTSesdiy  aAlrnoon  f 

the  inadequate  premises  which  it  presently  occupi^.  ^ 

Accommodation  is  cramped  and  badly  arranged  for  r*l  i ni  n 
one'’reI?lses’'?h-t"®  facilities  are  comple"?elTlla^4uate?"°  Wl.lle 
days  It  Is  to  be  heoed'^th  Stateful  10  r any  accommodation  these 

..id.,  s 

?g^oLance  or  Lglec?'  has^teen®perS«inf  arise  bL\use  of 

The  work  Is  therefore  preventive. 

coL:i°?atl°onlL°d!agLs1s"^“^"^"  “°^hers.. 

Hjialth  propaganda 

deallnc'’wl  = Central  Council  of  Health  Education 

dlstrlbutPd\n  hygiene  and  positive  health  were 

uisurlbuted  to  those  attending  the  clinic. 


VOLUNTARY  WORKERS 

2£  running  the  Child  Welfare  Clinic  Is  very 
o'f  lightened  by  the  willing  assistance  given  by  a number 

SLkers!  >^cgularly  give  of  their  services  as  volL?a?lJ 

w®  o’li'  thanks,  and  our  appreciation  of 

such  public-spirited  service.  ^-Lcioxon  oi 

More  such  voluntary  workers  are  still  required.  • 

, . ^he  year  the  clinic  was  open  on  51  occasions-  a 

doctor  being  present  at  45  sessions.  uooasions,  a 
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NUi^iBERS  ATTENDING  CLINIC 


Under  one  Year:-.  No.  of  first  attendances 

, No.  of  subsequent  attendances 


388 


1-5  Years:-  No.  of  first  attendances 

No.  of  subsequent  attendances 


21 

305 


Total  No.  of  attendances 


745 

319 


No.  of  consultations  with  doctor 


No.  of  children  immunised 
Average  weekly  attendance 


14.6 


The  fall  in  the  average  weekly  attendance  1945  weekly 
attendance  - 25)  can  be  accounted  for  by  the  inevitable  delay  in 
the  change  over  of  the  medical  staff. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


There  was  no  serious  outbreak  of  any  infectious  disease 
during  the  course  of  the  year  1946. 


A number  of  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  cases  which  were 
intimated  by  the  Head  Teachers  of  the  various  schools  in  Beccles 
were  not  otherwise  notified  in  accordance  with  the  Measles  and 
Whooping  Cough  Regulations,  1940* 

This  is  to  be  regretted,  as  one  is  therefore  unable  to  form  a 
complete  picture  of  the  incidence  of  these  two  infections  among 
the  pre-school  and  school  population  of  the  community. 


ISOLATION  HOSPITAL  ACCOMl/iODATION 


Such  cases  as  require  ifolation  treatment  are  cared  for  at 
Lowestoft  Isolation  Hospital,  in  return  for  a payment  of  a 
proportion  of  their  annual  charges.  Cases  of  infectious  disease 
are  removed  to  hospital  by  the  Lowestoft  Isolation  Hospit?^J. 
ambulance. 

During  the  year,  no  case  was  found  to  be  in  need  of  isolation 
treatment. 


VENEREAL  DISEASES 


The  treatment  of  these  diseases  is  carried  out  at  the  V. D. 
Clinic,  Lowestoft  and  North  Suffolk  Hospital. 

Al^ULANCE  FACILITIES 


The  motor  ambulance  of  the  St.  John's  Ambulance  Brigade  is 
available  for  the  removaJ.  of  all  non-inf ectious  cases.  This 
service  is  adequate  and  satisfactory. 


Died 


Acute  Primary  Pneumonia 
Infective  -Jaundice 
Paratyphoid  B. 


1 

1 

1 
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diphtheria  IimWISATION 


Artificial  immunisation  against  diphtheria  was  proceeded  witii 
at  the  various  schools  within  the  Borough,  and  at  the  Child  Welfare 
Clinic, 

As  in  previous  years,  the  greatest  problem  that  has  to  be 
faced  is  that  of  gaining  a high  percent.'-'ge  of  immunised  children 
within  the  pre-school  (0-5  years)  population. 

The  following  figures  are  supplied  by  the  East  Suffolk  Public 
Health  Department  with  regard  to  the  number  of  children  immunised 
in  Beccles. 

Pre-School  population  (0-5)  Mid.  194^  495 

School  population  (5-15)  Mid,  194^  800 

Percentage  pre-school  children  immunised  34* 

Percentage  school  children  immunised  71 . 

Percentage  all  children  immunised  >2^0 

With  regard  to  the  pre-school  figures,  it  must  be  remembered 
that  this  percentage  is  based  on  the  total  number  of  pre-school 
children  (0-5)  residing  within  the  Borough,  and  that  children  are 
not  eligible  for  immunisation  until  after  they  ha.ve  attained  nine 
months  of  age.  If  this  fact  is  taken  into  account, it  will  be  ' 
obvious  that  the  percentage  of  pre-school  children  immunised  in 
proportion  to  the  number  of  children  eligible  for  immunisation  is 
considerably  higher  than  the  figure  given;  but  not,  as  yet, 
satisfactory. 

As  the  immunity  conferred  by  artificial  immunisation  becomes 
gradually  weaker  with  the  passing  of  time,  it  is  desirable  that  a 
child  who  has  been  immunised  in  infancy  should  be  given  a 
reinforcing  or  "booster"  dose  ?it  the  age  of  4-5  years,  the  age  rt 
which  it  first  enters  school. 

The  incidence  of  diphtheria  is  greatest  during  the  early  years 
of  school  life,  and  it  is  therefore  important  to  maintain  a high 
degree  of  immunity  a t this  period  of  the  child's  life. 

During  the  year  194^,  5^9  "booster"  doses  were  given  to 
Beccles  school  children. 


DIPHTHERIA  ANTITOXIN 


Diphtheria  antitoxin,  which  is  provided  free  of  charge  to 
general  practitioners  for  therapeutic  and  prophylactic  purp>oses, 
is  stored  at  the  Beccles  War  Memorial  Hospital,  and  is  always 
available. 


TUBERCULOSIS 


At  the  beginning  of  the 

year  the 

following  crses 

were  i 

Tuberculosis  -Register:- 

Mai  e s 

Femal es 

Total 

Pulmonary 

15 

6 

21 

Non-Pul mo nary 

1 

6 

7 
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y ssr*  6n<i6d  31  st  D6C6nibpr*  i qa^  •t'Viei  -pit  j 

cases  were  either  added  or  removed  frL  the^RegistLf-  ^ 


No.  of  new  notif ications :- 
Pulmonary 
Non— Pulmonary 

No.  of  cases  restored  to 
Register 
Pulmonary 
Non-Pul mo nary 

No.  of  cases  added  otherwise:— 
Pulmonary 
Non-Pul mo nary 


No.  of  cases  recovered:-  ’ 
Pulmonary 
Non-Pul monary 

No.  0 f cases  died :- 
Pulmonary 
Non-Pul mo nary 

No.  of^cases  removed  from  area:- 
Pulmonary 
No n- Pul mo nary 


Ifeles 


1 

1 


Females 


5 

1 


TOTAL 


TOTAL 


Total 


6 

1 


1 

1 


10 


following  oases  on  the  register  at  the  end 


of  the  year: 

Pulmonary 
Non-Pul mo nary 


Mai  es 

14 

2 


Females 

9 

7 

total 


Total 

23 

9 

32 


previous^yearf"  over  the  figure  for  the 

Four  oases  received  sanatorium  treatment  during  the  year. 

resoeotlv^^v-  cases  added  to  the  register  were 

respectively.-  71,  51,  50,  34,  31,  29,  29^  26,  257  and  4. 

The  ages  of  the  two  oases  which  died  were  25  and  50  respective! 

*”  “•••■■  b..» 

np-nt  Of  sanatorium  accommodation  is  due  in  the  major 

beds  Se  domestic  staff;  in  several  instants 

beds  are  available,  but  the  requisite  nursing  or  domestic  staff  is 
no  u • 
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WATER  SUPPLY 


The  total  number  of  houses  supplied  by  the  Beccles  Waterworks 
Company  is  2,306. 

Analysis  of  V/ater;- 

30th  September,  I946  : Tx  V/aterworks. 

Physical  characteristics  Clear 

Bacteriological  examinr tion ; - 

Organisms  per  m.l.  at  37^c  Nil 

B,  Coli  absent  in  100  m.l. 

Parts  per  100,000 


Free  and  Saline  Ammonia  O.OI4 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  0,002 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates  Nil 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrites  Nil 

Combined  Chlorine  I3.O 

Total  solids  in  solution  71*0 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4 hours  at  80°F  0.020 

Poisonous  metals  Nil 

Hardness  before  boiling  (total)  35*7 

Hardness  after  boiling  (permanent)  15*7 


This  water,  although  of  good  organic  and  bacteriological 
quality,  and  quite  suitable  for  drinking  purposes,  is  of  a very 
hard  nature.  The  greater  part  of  this  hardness  being  of  a 

temporary  nature,  usually  due  to  the  bicarbonates  of  calcium 
and  magnesium,  and  removable  by  boiling. 


SLAUGHTERHOUSE  AND  MEAT  INSPECTION 

Slaughtering  is  restricted  to  one  slaughterhouse  within 
the  Borough. 

Under  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924>  287  visits 
of  inspection  have  been  made  by  the  Meat  Inspector.  5798  carcases 
have  been  inspected.  Of  this  number  the  whole  carcase  was 
condemned  in  47  instances,  and  part  carcase  condemned  in  961 
instances. 

Percentage  disea  sed  of  number  inspected;  17.4^-^ 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : Dr.  Alan  A.  Gilmour,  M. D.,  Ch. B, , D.P.H 
Sanitary  Inspector  : Mr.  C.  L.  Hamby,  M. I.M. CY.E. 

Meat  Inspector  : Mr.  J.  C.  Taylor,  M. R. C.V. S. 

I am.  Sir,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


7th  July,  1947. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  SANITARY 
INSPECTOR 


Year  Ending  31st  Decorabor,  194^ 


1.  Housing 


The  acute  shortage  of  housing  accomraodation  within  the 
Borough  is  uniform  ivith  the  general  position  throughout  the 
country.  To  give  some  indication  of  the  existing  position 
in  Beccles,  the  number  of  applicants  upon  the  waiting  list 
at  the  31st  December,  194^,  totals  364. 

This  situation  has,  to  a small  extent,  been  alleviated 
by  thfe  erection  of  50  Prefabricated  houses  of  the  "Arcon" 
and  "Aluminium"  types.  Further  temporary  housing  is  to  be 
provided  by  the  conversion  of  Nissen  hutting  on  4 No*  sites 
at  Sllough  Airfield  which  will  provide  approximately  I40 
units  of  accommodation.  Conversion  of  tv;o  houses,  taken 
over  by  compulsory  purchase,  has  provided  11  No.  self  contained 
flats.  A further  scheme  for  the  erection  of  4.O  "Airey" 
houses  is  in  hand  and  it  is  anticipated  that  completion  may  be 
expected  towards  the  latter  part  of  1947* 

Regarding  the  progress  of  the  permanent  housing  scheme 
at  Rigbourne  Hill,  shortages  of  labour  and  materials,  together 
with  adverse  weather  conditions  have  retarded  desired  progress. 

Work  has  been  concentrated  upon  erection  of  the  "Duplex" 
type  houses  i.e.,  flats,  and  occupation  will  be  possible  by 
June,  1947* 

The  present  contract  is  for  83  dwellings.  Additional 
contracts  are  being  negotiated  with  local  builders  for 
erection  of  further  houses  which  will  be  commenced  very  shortly. 

Compared  with  towns  of  similar  size,  it  is  submitted  that 
the  efforts  made  towards  re  housing  by  the  Borough,  are  veiy 
favourable. 


2.  Sanitary  Circumstances 

a.  Houses  approved  under  Byelaws 

The  number  of  new  houses  approved  under  Byelaws  toteJ.  27. 

b . Houses  erected  by  Private  Enterprise 


The  number  of  new  houses  licensed,  in  course  of  erection  by 
private  enterprise  total  12.  This,  as  will  be  appreciated,  is 
restricted  by  the  control  of  Civil  Building  Order  ^6A, 

c.  Housing  Inspections 

The  number  of  visits  made  to  properties  following  complaints 
on  defects  or  insanitary  conditions  total  59* 


d.  Drain  Tests 

The  number  of  drain  tests  carried  out  total  29, 

e.  Disinfections 

The  number  of  disinfections  carried  out  total  5* 

f . River  Pollution 

An  area  of  the  River  Waveney  adjacent  to  the  Swimraimg  Pool 
was  found  to  be  polluted  with  drainage  effluent.  A careful 
survey  of  all  drains  from  properties  abutting  the  river  was 
undertaken  and  the  pollution  was  narrowed  down  to  a small  stretch 
of  the  river.  After  further  tests  and  analysis  of  many  water 
samples,  cause  of  pollution  was  isolated  and  remedied,  resulting 
in  no  further'  cause  for  complaint. 

g*  Sanitary  Nuisances  . v.. 


The  number  of  notifications  sent  out  for  co 
remedy  sanitary  defects  total  23. 


mpliance  to 


Borough  Sanitary  Inspector. 


Town  ‘Hall 
BECCLES. 


30th  June,  1947 • 


